MIDWEST TRAIL RIDERS ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER #56, APRIL 15, 2005

www.ridemtra.com
ridemtra@hotmail.com 314-434-5095 (Event Hot-Line)

Attention all MTRA Members! The US Forest Service has released their new Draft Forest Plan. You can check it
out (all 600+ pages) at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/marktwain ~We have reviewed the document and have prepared the
attached sample letter for you, or you can reword the letter to your likening or read the document and express your
own thoughts. This new Forest Plan will be used to manage the Missouri’s Mark Twain National Forest for the next
10 to 15 years. The last revision of this document in 1986 resulted in significant changes and reduced riding
opportunities for motorized trail users. It is important to express your views. Do not hesitate to make an additional 3
copies of your letter and send them to your US Senators and Representatives shown on the letter. They also need to
hear from you! Your letters/comments must be postmarked by 5 May 2005 to be counted! The letter can also be
downloaded from our Web page at www.ridemtra.com

VTRA Status: On March 19 several MTRA volunteers assembled a 20x40-foot shelter near the VTRA parking area.
Thanks to all the volunteers, the shelter looks great! See the upcoming event schedule for the next “open ride”
weekends at VTRA. VTRA is really starting to shape up! We are still looking for a couple of members to help with
the gate keeper duties. If you are interested, please call the MTRA Hotline at 314-434-5095 and leave your name and
number.

New MTRA Board Member! Yes, Denny Arnett is the new MTRA President. Thanks to Denny for “stepping up”

Special Thanks to Alan Gibson for serving as the MTRA President and Treasurer for the past 8+ years! Alan has
also again accepted the MTRA Chairmanship for the 2005 Country Fair Races. Thanks again to Alan for his years of
dedicated work and continued 2005 support!

Help! We are looking for a new full time Web Master! Anyone interested? Just a couple of hours per month. If you
might be interested, please contact us! We really need to make the most of the web site! We will even train you!

Upcoming events:

April 16/17 VTRA Ride Weekend. . $5 per truck load per day to ride. Everyone must be a current MTRA member.
Anyone can join the MTRA at the gate. Directions to VTRA can be found at our web page: www.ridemtra.com

April 23/24 MTRA/USFS Earth Day. We will have our annual Earth Day event at
Sutton's Bluff Campgrounds on Saturday April 23. We start our volunteer efforts at 9:00
AM and will provide a late lunch and attendance prizes around 4 PM. Free camping for
all volunteers, campfire Saturday night, and trail riding on Sunday.

May 21/22 VTRA Ride Weekend

June 4/5S MTRA National Dual Sport. The event is sold out, but we are looking for another chase truck driver.
So If you can help with the event, please contact us (314-434-9056)



OTHER 2005 EVENTS:

June 18/19 VTRA Ride Weekend July 16/17 VTRA Ride Weekend

Aug 6/7 MX Washington Town and Country Fair August 20/21 VTRA Ride Weekend

Sept 10/11 VTRA Ride Weekend Sept 18 Missouri Hare Scrambles at VTRA
Oct 2 Viburnum Woods Poker Run Oct 15/16 VTRA Ride Weekend

Oct 29/30 Halloween Campout Trail Ride

2005 MTRA SUPPORTING DEALERS/BUSINESSES (Please support those who support the MTRA efforts)
J&W CYCLES PO BOX 354 WASHINGTON MO 63090 636-239-5575
DAVE MUNGENAST MOTORSPORTS 5935 S LINDBERGH ST LOUIS MO 314-894-1330
DONELSON CYCLES 9851 ST CHARLES ROCK ROAD ST LOUIS MO 314-427-1204
HONDA/KAWASAKI/POLARIS OF MISSOURI ROLLA MO 573-364-6944
WIDMAN HARLEY DAVIDSON SUZUKI 3628 S BROADWAY ST LOUIS MO 314-771-3298
OBERMEYER YAMAHA, 745 3" AVE JASPER IN 47546 812-634-6686
SOUTHARD CYCLE 3324 NE ADAMS, PEORIA IL 61603
MIDWEST KAWASAKI- SUZUKI 235 S FLORISANT ST LOUIS MO 63135
PRO DIRT 1011 WILMER RD WENTZVILLE MO 63385 636-639-1103
JAMES CONBOY INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 12722 WEBER RD ST LOUIS MO 63127 314-729-1912
MOTORCYCLE STUFF, PO BOX 1179 CAPEGRIARDEAU MO 63701
KOCH MECHANICAL SERVICES PO BOX 587 HILLSBORO MO 63050, 636-789-4563
JEPSON ELECTRIC 655 W ESSEX KIRKWOOD MO 63122, 314-822-1537
STOUT CONTRACTING PO BOX 32 ST ALBANS MO 63073, 636-451-5743
ALL TYPE DELIVERY Inc 4340 DUNCAN ST LOUIS MO 63110 314-568-2009
DALE SMITH SIGNS 1206 FIELDHURST ST LOUIS MO 63011 314-227-5317
KARL SCHORDHEIDE PRODUCTIONS, 8750 RASALIE AVE BRENTWOOD MO 63144
RADEACKER’S MARKET 6771 MALL DR CEDAR HILL MO 314-285-4621
ALPINE AIR 9070 WATSON ROAD ST. LOUIS MO 63126 314-849-0300
BCR MACHINE 6 KRISTA LANE WASHINGTON MO 63090 636-239-5611
HODAKA DAVE’S VINTAGE 1681 SPRECKELMEYER RD BERGER MO 63014 573-834-5001
BELLEVILLE ENDURO TEAM
AIR APPLICANCE SERVICE CENTER PO BOX 225 ST PETERS MO 314-580-1778
ARMON SEAMLESS GUTTER 5144 SHERWOOD LN HOUSE SPRINGS MO 63051 636-671-1998
PARTS UNLIMITED, MOOSE, DIAMOND CHAIN, OURY, ANHEUSER BUSH, MAGURA USA, MECHANIX WEAR,
RENTHAL, REKLUSE MOTOR SPORTS, SCOTT USA, EXCEL, RK CHAIN, AXO SPORT AMERICA

This is the new
shelter at the
VTRA site. We
will be getting
electric and a BBQ
grill installed in
the next couple of
weeks. The
VTRA site is
really looking
good!




May 5" 2005

To: Content Analysis Team,
Mark Twain Forest Plan Revision
P.O. Box 22810, Salt Lake City, UT 84122.

CC: Senator Kit Bond, 274 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
Senator James Talent 493 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
US Representative Jo Ann Emerson, 2440 Rayburn House Office Building Washington, DC 20515

Subject: Comments to the Mark Twain National Forest Plan
To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Mark Twain National Forest Plan. I have enjoyed
visiting the Mark Twain National Forest (MTNF) for many years and look forward to future visits. As a trail user, motorized
access the MTNF is very important to my entire family.

I am very disappointed with the direction (reduced motorized access opportunities) the MTNF has taken with the
implementation of the 1986 Forest Plan. Roads, trails and large areas of the forest have been closed to motorized recreation
without any known justification other than to meet some road or trail density requirement. The MTNF designation of an
additional 20 miles of OHV trails around Sutton’s Bluff falls short of meeting the needs of motorized trail users.

I am also concerned that Draft Forest Plan states that the current process of road and trail closures is working and does
not justify taking action to fix the situation. I have seen countless examples of how these trail and road closures are not working
and are not being acceptable by the local residents and other motorized users. Closing trails and roads to meet a quota is just not
working and causing a significant division between the MTNF, area residents, and the various user groups. I believed that
MTNF’s Draft Forest Plan has really missed an opportunity to address this issue and fix the problem. The Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) barely mentions this road/trail closure issue in item 7d, page 1-9 stating “There is a need to clearly
state the existing Forest direction of OHV and ATV use of “closed unless posted open.” Clarify the relationship among the Forest
Plan direction, State Law, and the Forest Supervisor’s closure order.” However, neither the DEIS or the Draft Forest Plan
explains how this clarification will fix the fundamental motorized access problem. I believe this will just result in more trail and
road closures, more enforcement problems, and still larger management problems.

I am also disappointed that the neither the DEIS or the Draft Forest Plan made any significant reference to USDA/
National Forest Service’s recent attempt to better deal OHV usage with recent changes to 36 CFR Parts 212, 215, 261, and 295.
The revision to these documents clearly reflects the need to better manage and provide additional motorized recreation. I
strongly disagree with the connection the DEIS attempts to make on page 1-15 regarding “open unless posted closed” OHV
management and the wed sited provided for documentation (http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/four-threats/facts/Tunmamanaged-
recreation.shtml). I agree that all types unmanaged recreation is a serious issue, but the site does not state that an “open unless
posted closed” management policy is unacceptable method of OHV management. The site only deals with the Unmanaged
Recreation problem and makes my earlier point of the need for the National Forest to better manage all types of recreation. The
site also goes into great detail regarding the proposed rule USDA/USFS changes to the CFRs as I mentioned earlier in this
paragraph. So again, I am very disappointed that neither the DEIS or the Draft Forest Plan have recognized this problem,
listened to the hundreds of users, nor provided any guidance or any hope of resolving this motorized access issues.

I am also disappointed that alternative 3 still contains several 6.1 semi-primitive non-motorized management areas. |
have never had anyone explain the value or provide valid rationale for this management area. While I strongly support proper
timber and mining operations within these 6.1 areas (and other areas of the MTNF), I have never understood why it is ok to log
within these 6.1 areas, but to not allow other motorized access. These 6.1areas need to be converted to semi-primitive motorized
management areas (6.2).

In closing, I would strongly recommend that the Forest Service reconsider their decision not to consider motorized
recreation/access a significant issue. Changes are clearly needed to provide and manage motorized access to the MTNF.

Thank you,

Name / Signature Street City State Zip



